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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The filed specification should not refer to claim numbers. For example, in page 4, line 24 
"claim 2" should be deleted; the same should be done for the rest of the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: applicant needs to amend 
claim 12 as follow: 

In claim 12, line 2; delete "wherein" and instead insert -comprising-; 
In claim 12, line 2; delete "according to" and instead insert -of-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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In claim 14, line 2; "provided in plurality." is indefinite and confuse as it is not clear as of 
what applicant means by the claimed "plurality"? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lecomte 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,065,272) in view of JP. patent No. 3-9302. 

Lecomte discloses the claimed a packaging device comprising two film feed means 
arranged in parallel and a predetermined interval apart from each other, and comprising: two film 
pull-out rollers, Fig. 1 ; via pull out rolls 4; which rotate to pull out films from said respective 
film feed means and are arranged in parallel with circumferential surfaces being in contact with 
each other via the pulled films in a normal state, Figs. 1 and 2; and a driving part rotating said 
film pull-out rollers; via drive rollers 4, means have driving parts, wherein an object for disposal 
is received between said film feed means; Fig. 1 ; via the arrow showing the direction of inserting 
the disposal material, said driving part rotates said film pull-out rollers, and the object for 
disposal passes between said film pull-out rollers, thereby allowing the object for disposal to be 
sealingly packed between the films, Figs. 1 and 2; via sealing members 5, and wherein at least 
one of said film pull-out rollers includes a circumferential surface that is elastically deformed by 
the object for disposal when the object for disposal passes between said film pull-out rollers, Fig. 
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2; via spring 11, whereby the object for disposal is allowed to be sealingly packed while the 
films are into close contact with a surface of the object for disposal, see for example Fig. 1. 

Lecomte does not disclose the film feed means is rollers. However, JP. c 302 discloses 
similar packaging device with the use of film feed rollers, . Fig. 1 ; via rollers 20. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have substituted Lecomte's film feeding means as the film in the 
zigzag fold by using film feed rollers, as suggested by JP. '302, in order to make it easier and 
faster to feed the film and avoid the unfolding step of the zigzag web. 

Regarding claim 2: Lecomte discloses that when the object for disposal passes between 
said film pull-out rollers, the films come into close contact with each other in respective side 
edges positioned on both sides of the object for disposal and in positions ahead of and behind the 
object for disposal in a film moving direction, see for example Fig. 1 as the film and the 
disposable material all in contact between rollers 4. 

Regarding claim 3: Lecomte discloses that wherein said driving parts are provided in 
correspondence to said film pull-out rollers respectively, via drive rollers 4, and said film pull- 
out rollers are rotary driven together by said respective driving parts, see for example Figs. 2 and 
3, which showing the drive mechanism. 

Regarding claim 4: Lecomte discloses that wherein at least said one film pull-out roller 
including the circumferential surface that elastically deforms in accordance with the passage of 
the object for disposal includes sponge or rubber supported by a rotary shaft, see for example 
Fig. 2; via spring 11. 

Regarding claim 5: Lecomte discloses that wherein, in the normal state, said film pull-out 
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rollers are biased by an elastic member in approaching directions, and when a load with a 
predetermined magnitude or larger works in a direction so as to make said film pull-out rollers 
apart from each other, at least one of said film pull-out rollers becomes apart from the other, it is 
inherent from Fig. 2 that such rollers as the disposable material bass by will get apart from each 
other. 

Regarding claim 6: Lecomte discloses that wherein the film rolled around at least one of 
said film feed means is an adhesive film having an adhesive layer formed in at least side edges 
thereof; via plastic sleeve 3 made of heat-sealable material. 

Regarding claim 7: Lecomte discloses that wherein the films rolled around said 
respective film feed means are plastic films that come into close contact with each other by an 
electrostatic action when the films pass between said film pull-out rollers, see for example Figs. 
1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 8: Lecomte discloses that wherein said one film pull-out roller includes 
heater parts via 5 part of the mechanism of the driven roller 4; which are provided on 
circumferential surfaces of both longitudinal end portions thereof to heat-seal the films passing 
between said film pull-out rollers. 

Regarding claim 9: wherein said film pull-out roller further includes a linear heater part 
which is formed along the longitudinal direction of said film pull-out roller and through which 
the heater parts formed on the circumferential surfaces of the both longitudinal end portions 
communicate with each other; via heat sealing mechanism 5 and heat resistor 8 been provided 
longitudinally in respect to the driven roller and in communication with them. 

Regarding claim 10: Lecomte discloses that comprising a detecting means for detecting 
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whether or not the object for disposal is positioned between the pulled films in a space between 
said film feed rollers and said film pull-out rollers, wherein, when detecting the object for 
disposal, said detecting means outputs a driving signal to said driving part rotating said film pull- 
out rollers, see for example column 4, lines 19-25. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12: Lecomte discloses that the packaging device being disposed 
on an upper side of a trash storage part; via receptacle 6; wherein a trash as the object for 
disposal passes between the film pull out rollers, thereby allowing the trash to be sealingly 
packed between the films and to be stored in the trash storage part, see for example Fig. 1 . 

Regarding claim 13; Lecomte discloses that wherein a width of said trash storage part 
along a longitudinal direction of the film feed rollers is substantially equal to a width of the films 
fed from the film feed rollers, Fig. 1. 

Regarding claim 14: Lecomte discloses that wherein said packaging device and said trash 
storage part are "provided in plurality", see for example Fig. 1; via the packaging device and the 
trash storage are separate units. 

Regarding claim 15: Lecomte discloses that wherein said packaging device has a plurality 
of inlets, and said film feed rollers and said film pull-out rollers are provided in correspondence 
to each of the inlets, see for example Fig. 1; via the disposable material can be introduced to the 
dispenser 2 from different angles and in different locations, which is equivalent to the claimed 
"plurality of inlets". 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Sameh H. Tawfik 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 
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